
Distributing supplies to the American forces in France was 
in the first place a problem of ports, second a problem of rail­
roads, third a problem of motor and horse-drawn transporta­
tion, and fourth a problem of storage. 

The ports and railroads of France were crowded with war 
traffic and fallen into disrepair. It was not necessary to build 
new ports, but American engineers added 17 new berths, 
together with warehouses and dock equipment. It was not 

Map 5.—Seaports, storage points, and supply lines of the American Army in France. 

necessary to build new railroads, for France already had a 
railway net denser per square mile than that of the United 
States, but it was desirable to increase the carrying capacity 
by nearly 1,000 miles of new trackage, and by switching 
facilities at crucial points, by new repair shops and round­
houses, and by new rolling stock. These things were done 


